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IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU
Where you were born and live, currently? 
I was born in Gibraltar and live in north Kent, about a 20 
minute drive from VBH HQ. My dad was in the army and 
happened to be stationed here when he de-mobbed and 
that’s where the family stayed. 

Your education and the subject or activity 
which you excelled? 
I went to a local grammar school, following in the footsteps 
of by brother. Both my kids went there, too. My favourite 
subjects were English Language and History. 

I also enjoyed German, which has come in useful down 
the years having worked for German or Austrian – owned 
companies almost straight from school. I’m still far from 
fluent though!

Your favourite sports or interests?
I used to love playing football, but unfortunately a nasty 
tackle left me with the legacy of a dodgy ankle that flairs up 
fairly regularly. That, coupled with a knee injury, eventually 
stopped me playing many years ago (I was never much 
good so probably just as well). Now I confine myself to 
watching on TV or going to games with my son when we 
can. We usually get to see Arsenal a few times a season and 
have recently started to go over to watch Gillingham semi-
regularly. I’m also a big fan of American football and Moto 
GP. I love the theatre and concerts, and get to as many shows 
with my wife as possible. I just love live entertainment. 

Your biggest regret in life? 
I would say not making the most of my school days and 
not going to university. Things have worked out well for 
me without a degree, and a uni education is not the be all 
and end all, but having seen the facilities and opportunities 
that my daughter had when she did her degree, I can’t help 
feeling a little pang of regret that I didn’t go down that route. 
You can’t put an old head on young shoulders. 

Someone or something that inspires you? 
Young people. The ‘youth of today’ often get a bad press, but 
a lot of these guys can do so much good stuff, whether at 
work or in their personal lives that I can’t be anything other 
than inspired by them. My own kids are no exception. 

The temptation you can’t resist..?
As my predecessor here at VBH, Don Sims, used to say, ‘I 
can resist everything except temptation’. If I’m being specific, 
it’s crisps!

YOUR CAREER
When and how you joined this industry? 
I joined VBH (then Heinz Wagner) in 1984 as a 
warehouseman. A good friend of mine worked here and 
gave me the nod when they needed an extra body. I was on 
a YTS at Marconi Avionics at the time. Naively, I thought 
I’d work at Wagner for the summer and go back and do an 
apprenticeship at Marconi in the September. It’s true what 
they say about never leaving the industry once you’re in it!

The job you do in 25 words? 
Spreading the word about the great products and services 
offered by VBH. Ensuring our team has the product 
information needed to provide great customer service. 

Your greatest achievement? 
Oh, there are so many. A bit cheesy, but meeting and 
marrying my wife and having my two kids. Rearing them 
to becoming the lovely (though sometimes infuriating) 
people that they are, with no handbook or training, has to 
be ranked as my greatest ongoing achievement.   

The mistake you’d like to correct? 
I suppose it could be the uni thing that I touched on earlier, 
although that would have taken me on a different path that 
would probably have resulted in me not having the home 
and work life that I have. So actually, there’s no way that I’d 
change that. So the only thing I can think of is giving away a 
pile of Blondie LPs to my mum’s nursery school jumble sale 
when I was about 14. Good cause, though.   

AND YOUR FUTURE
What would you like to do if you weren’t in this 
industry? 
Nothing flashy. I’ve always had a fancy for being involved 
in a small local produce company like a bakery, cheese 
manufacturer or micro-brewery. Very hard work, I’m sure, 
but also really rewarding. Failing that, something to do with 
books or music. Every middle-aged man’s dream.

A particular ambition? 
I’m trying to take more exercise this year. My ambition 
would be to be able to keep it going, without one of my 
dodgy joints getting in the way. 

The way you want to be remembered? A decent, down to 
earth man, who always helped when he could. 
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